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Pit latrines are one of the oldest forms of sanitation, and for many people today they are still the
most appropriate. Pit latrines are simple to construct, can be bulit using local materials and local
technologies. They are relatively cheap, easy to operate and maintain and, if properly used with
suitable handwashing facilities, can help prevent the spread of many excreta-related diseases.

How do pit latrines work?
There are a number of different designs
of pit latrine (sometimes called pit
privies) but they all work in a similar
way. Excreta, anal cleansing material
and sometimes sullage and refuse fall
into a hole in the ground where:
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The pit should be at least
2.0m deep and 1.0 to 1.5m
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* the residual material is compressed
and compacted slowly filling the pit.

For further information visit:
http://wedc-knowledge.lboro.ac.uk/
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